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On Oct. 12 at a press conference in Bangkok (Thailand), Michael Merson of the World Health
Organization (WHO), said Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) has become a new
obstacle hindering economic development in the Third World. Merson, WHO's program chief for
AIDS, spoke to reporters prior to a conference organized by the World Bank and WHO scheduled to
take place in Bangkok the following week. According to Merson, developing nations lack necessary
resources to cope with the disease. Half of national health care budgets in some Latin American
and African nations would be met if all needs of AIDS victims were met. The WHO official said that
in some African nations, 80% of all hospitalized adults are AIDS victims. WHO estimates that at
least 3 million young adults will die from AIDS in the 1990s, and the annual death toll may reach 1
million by the end of the century. At present, 1 million Latin Americans and 6 million Africans are
infected with the virus. The UN organization expects the annual number of new confirmed cases to
remain the same in developing nations throughout the 1990s. According to WHO projections, by the
year 2000 a total of between 30 and 40 million persons will be infected with the HIV virus, with the
majority residing in developing nations. The number of children orphaned by AIDS world-wide is
projected at between 10 and 15 million by 2000. (Basic data from EFE, 10/12/91)
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